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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-20 are pending. 

Note: The preliminary amendment (10 June 2004) had not been entered until after the 
previous office action was mailed (17 June 2004). Because the amendment has an earlier date 
this office action replaces the previous office action. 

Priority 

A claim for foreign priority has been made. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted 
under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. The effective 
filing date for subject matter in the application is 16 March 2000. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 6-9, 11-14, and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Golden et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,272,127, hereinafter "Golden"). Golden discloses 
network for providing switched broadband multipoint/multimedia intercommunication. Golden 
shows, 
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In referring to claim 1, 

• A browser section operable to generate a retrieval request specifying locational 
information of content data to be retrieved presently: 

"The present invention aims at providing broadband multimedia communication over the 
standard circuit-switched public switched telephone network infrastructure (PSTN) while 
simultaneously and transparently interoperating with the public Internet packet-switched 
infrastructure to effectively merge the capabilities of the two infrastructures into a 
seamless capability that can bring the benefits of using both types of existing switching 
infrastructures to large groups of users under the control of the same common and simple 
interface tools such as web browsers, " (Golden, col. 2, lines 8-17) 

• A protocol control section operable to select, prior to reception of the content data a 
suitable connection method for the content data specified by said browser section from 
among a plurality of connection methods by using a multi-call function; and 
"Although the process of requesting a broadband network connection has been described 
above with reference to the example of a user interface process interacting with a user to 
select a connection, it should be apparent that many alternatives are possible. For 
example, additional layers of software can be built that automatically determine whether 
to use a packet-switched connection (e.g., low-latency applications such as text, small 
graphics, e-mail and small file transfers) or a circuit-switched connection (e.g., video, 
voice, complex graphics and animations, or large file transfers) for the particular type of 
communication desired, and how much bandwidth to request for each connection. " 
(Golden, col. 8, lines 50-62) 

• A communication control section operable to receive content data specified by said 
browser section from the server under the connection method selected by said protocol 
control section: 

"The invention enables users to establish both packet-switched connections for sending 
or receiving content for which low-latency and unpredictable response times are not a 
problem (i.e. text, small graphics, e-mail, small file transfers); and circuit-switched 
connections for sending or receiving content that benefits from streaming data at fixed 
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data rates, without contention for bandwidth from other users during a communication 
session, (i.e. video, voice, complex graphics and animations, or large file transfers)." 
(Golden, col. 2, lines 17-26) 

In referring to claim 2, 

• The content data includes locational information of each of sub-content data which is 
linked to the content data and connection method information indicating a connection 
method which is suitable for each of sub-content data: 

Golden, col. 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col. 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies analyzing the sub- 
content data linked to the content data and extracting a locational information (images 
and links in an HTML file) and a connection method (such as hypertext transfer protocol 
or file transfer protocol) 

• Said browser section is operable to extract the locational information and the connection 
method information of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the content data 
received by said communication control section, and to then generate retrieval request 
specifying the locational information of the sub-content data to be retrieved presently: 
Golden, col. 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col. 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies analyzing the sub- 
content data linked to the content data and extracting a locational information (images 
and links in an HTML file) and a connection method (such as hypertext transfer protocol 
or file transfer protocol), then using the extracted information to generate a content 
retrieval request 

• Said protocol control section is operable to select a suitable connection method for 
reception of the sub-content data specified by said browser section based on the 
connection method information extracted by said browser section: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, coL 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies analyzing the sub- 
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content data linked to the content data and determining a connection method based on the 
sub-content data 

In referring to claims 3, 8, and 13, 

• The content data includes locational information and a file attribute of each of sub- 
content data which is linked to the content data: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-1 7 (see full quote above) 

"The directory viewer 3152 contains a list of broadband network users, whose names 
3154 are preferably shown as hypertext with links having URLs that are unique to the 
broadband network " (Golden, col. 7, lines 64-67) 

The use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies sub-content data and file attribute 
data for said sub-content data 

• A connection information management section managing a connection information table 
including description of a suitable connection method in association with the file attribute 
of the content data: 

Golden, col 2, lines 1 7-26 (see full quote above), a system that associates a file attribute 
with a connection type inherently implies a table to keep track of the associations 

• Said browser section is operable to extract a set of the locational information and the file 
attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing received content data and holds the 
as internal information, and then generates retrieval request specifying the locational 
information of sub-content data to be retrieved presently: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies analyzing the sub- 
content data linked to the content data and extracting a locational information (images 
and links in an HTML file) 

• Said protocol control section is operable to select a suitable connection method from 
among a plurality of connection methods by, upon reception of the retrieval request 
generated by said browser section, receiving the file attribute pairing with the locational 
information specified in the retrieval request from said browser section and to then 
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extract the suitable connection method pairing with the file attribute received from said 
browser section from said connection information management section: 
Golden, col 2, lines 17-26 (see full quote above); a system that associates a file attribute 
with a connection type inherently implies using the association to perform the connection 

In referring to claim 4, 9, 14, and 19, 

• Locational information is allocated to content data for indicating a storage location of the 
content data in said server, part of the locational information representing a feature of the 
content data: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a web browser inherently implies locational information is 
allocated to content data (shown as a link in hypertext) 

• The content retrieval device further comprises a connection information management 
section for managing a connection information table including description of a suitable 
connection method in association with the feature of the content data: 

Golden, col 2, lines 17-26 (see full quote above), a system that associates a file attribute 
with a connection type inherently implies a table to keep track of the associations 

• Said protocol control section determines a suitable connection method by, upon reception 
of the retrieval request generated by browser section, receiving the suitable connection 
method pairing with the part of the locational information included retrieval request from 
said connection information management section: 

Golden, col 2, lines 17-26 (see full quote above); a system that associates a file attribute 
with a connection type inherently implies using the association to perform the connection 

In referring to claims 6, 1 1 and 16, 

• Generating a content retrieval request specifying locational information of content data to 
be retrieved presently: J 
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Golden, col 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col. 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies generating content 
retrieval requests 

• Selecting prior to reception of the content data a suitable connection method for the 
content data specified by said step of generating a content retrieval request from among a 
plurality of connection methods by using a multi-call function: 

Golden, col 8, lines 50-62 (see full quote above) 

• Receiving the content data specified by said generating of the content retrieval request 
from the server under the connection method selected by said selecting of the suitable 
connection method: 

Golden, col. 2, lines 1 7-26 (see full quote above) 
In referring to claims 7 and 17, 

• Content data includes locational information of each of sub-content data linked to the 
content data and a connection method suitable for each the sub-content data: 

Golden, col. 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col. 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies sub-content data 
linked to the content data and a connection method suitable for each the sub-content data 

• Said step of generating content retrieval request extracts the locational information and 
the connection method information of each the sub-content data by analyzing the 
received content data, and then generates a content retrieval request specifying the 
locational information of sub-content data to be retrieved presently: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-1 7 (see full quote above), Golden, col. 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies analyzing the sub- 
content data linked to the content data and extracting a locational information (images 
and links in an HTML file) and a connection method (such as hypertext transfer protocol 
or file transfer protocol), then using the extracted information to generate a content 
retrieval request 
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• Said step of determining a suitable connection method determines a suitable connection 
method based on the connection method information extracted by said step of generating 
a content retrieval request: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col. 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies analyzing the sub- 
content data linked to the content data and determining a connection method based on the 
sub-content data 

In referring to claim 12, 

• Content data includes locational information of each of sub-content data linked to the 
content data and a connection method suitable for each of the sub-content data: 
Golden, col 2, lines 8-17 (see Ml quote above), Golden, col. 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies analyzing the sub- 
content data linked to the content data and extracting a locational information (images 
and links in an HTML file) and a connection method (such as hypertext transfer protocol 
or file transfer protocol) 

• Said step of generating a content retrieval request extracts the locational information and 
the connection method information of each sub-content data by analyzing the received 
content data, and then generates a content retrieval request specifying loactional 
information of a sub-content data to be retrieved presently, wherein said step of 
determining a suitable connection method determines a suitable connection method based 
on the connection method information extracted by said step of generating a content 
retrieval request: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies analyzing the sub- 
content data linked to the content data and extracting a locational information (images 
and links in an HTML file) and a connection method (such as hypertext transfer protocol 
or file transfer protocol), then using the extracted information to generate a content 
retrieval request 
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In referring to claim 18, 

• The content data includes locational information and a file attribute of each of sub- 
content data linked to the content data: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies sub-content data and 
file attribute data for said sub-content data 

• A connection information table including description of a suitable connection method in 
association with the file attribute of the content data is managed in advance: 

Golden, col 8, lines 50-62 (see full quote above), a system that automatically determines 
a suitable connection method for a particular file type inherently implies the file attribute 
is associated with the connection method in advance 

• Said step of generating a content retrieval request extracts a set of the locational 
information and the file attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the 
received content data and holds the set as internal information: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-1 7 (see full quote above), Golden, col 7, lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies analyzing the sub- 
content data linked to the content data and extracting a locational information (images 
and links in an HTML file) and a connection method (such as hypertext transfer protocol 
or file transfer protocol), then using the extracted information to generate a content 
retrieval request 

• Generates a content retrieval request specifying the locational information sub-content 
data to be retrieved presently: 

The use of a hypertext web browser inherently implies generating content retrieval 
requests 

• Said step of determining a suitable connection method determines a suitable connection 
method by, upon reception of the content retrieval request generated by said step of 
generating a content retrieval request, receiving the file attribute pairing with the 
locational information specified the content retrieval request from said step of generating 
a content retrieval request, and then extracting the suitable connection method pairing 
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with the file attribute received from said step of generating content retrieval request from 
said connection information table: 

Golden, col 7, lines 64-67 (see full quote above), the use of a web browser to view 
hypertext with URLs inherently implies a file attribute with a location and connection 
method 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5, 10, 15, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Golden in view of Jaisimha et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,487,663, hereinafter "Jaisimha"). 
Golden shows substantial features of the claimed invention, including: 

• A connection information management section for managing a connection information 
table including description of a suitable connection method in association with the file 
attribute of the content data: 

Golden, col 2, lines 17-26 (see full quote above), a system that associates a file attribute 
with a connection type inherently implies a table to keep track of the associations 

• Said browser section generates a first retrieval request specifying locational information 
of content data to be retrieved presently: 

Golden, col 2, lines 8-17 (see full quote above), Golden, col 7 t lines 64-67 (see full 
quote above), the use of a web browser inherently implies generating content retrieval 
requests 

However, Golden does not show downloading a content header and using said header to 
determine the type of connection to be made for the file to be downloaded. Nonetheless this 
feature is well known in the art and would have been an obvious modification to the system 
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disclosed by Golden as evidenced by Jaisimha. 

In analogous art, Jaisimha discloses a system and method for regulating the transmission of 
media data. Jaisimha shows downloading a content header and using said header to determine 
the type of connection to be made for the file to be downloaded: "The system comprises (1) a 
media file having media data and a header, the header including an access code corresponding 
to at least one permitted type of access to the media file; (2) a media server connected to a 
network and to media storage, the media file stored on the media storage, the media server 
responsive to a first request for the media file by transmitting the header ... the media player 
receiving the header and extracting the access code from the header, the media player 
determining from the access code that the media file is enabled for one of the at least one 
permitted type of access, the media player transmitting the second request to the media server 
upon the determination. " (Jaisimha, col. 2, line 51 - col. 3, line 1) 

Given these teachings, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized the 
desirability and advantages of modifying the system of Golden so as to downloading a content 
header and using said header to determine the type of connection to be made for the file to be 
downloaded, such as taught by Jaisimha, in order to provide a "convenient way of controlling the 
ways users can access media objects. " (Jaisimha, col. 2, lines 11-12) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott M. Klinger whose telephone number is (703) 305-8285. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00am - 3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Scott M. Klinger 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2153 
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